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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Prior to the examination of the present application, please consider the following: 
Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

I. -10. (Cancelled) 

I I . (New) A computer-implemented patent portfolio analysis method 
comprising: 

providing user-prescribed categories which were specified by a user; 

retrieving a corpus of patent information from a database, wherein the patent 
information is information from multiple patent documents; 

analyzing said patent information to generate a category metric corresponding to 
user-prescribed categories: and 

associating said category metric with said patent information and storing said 
associated metric in a computer-readable dataset. 

12. (New) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said patent information includes 
patent classification information and wherein said analyzing step is performed by 
defining a plurality of categories and mapping classification information onto said 
categories. 
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13. (New) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said patent information includes 
claim text information to be analyzed and wherein said analyzing step includes: 

defining an eiqenspace representing a training population of training claims each 
training claim having associated training text; 

representing at least a portion of said training claims in said eioenspace and 
associating a predefined category with each training claim in said eigenspace; and 

projecting the claim text information to be analyzed into said eigenspace and 
associating with said projected claim text the predefined category of the training claim to 
which it is closest within the eigenspace. 

14. (New) A computer-implemented patent portfolio analysis method 
comprising: 

retrieving patent information from a database, wherein the patent information is 
from a plurality of patent documents: 

analyzing said patent information to generate category metrics; and 

associating said category metrics with said patent documents and storing said 
associated metrics in a computer-readable dataset. 

wherein said patent information includes claim text information to be analyzed 
and wherein said analyzing step includes: 

defining an eigenspace representing a training population of training claims each 
training claim having associated training text; 
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representing at least a portion of said training claims in said eiqenspace and 
associating a predefined category with each training claim in said eigenspace; and 

projecting the claim text information to be analyzed into said eigenspace and 
associating with said projected claim text the predefined category of the training claim to 
which it is closest within the eigenspace. 

15. (New) The method of claim 14 wherein said patent information includes 
patent classification information and wherein said analyzing step is performed by 
defining a plurality of categories and mapping classification information onto said 
categories. 

16. (New) The method of claim 14 wherein said patent information includes 
using both patent classification information and linguistic analysis results to determine 
said category metrics to be associated with the patent documents. 

17. (New) The method of claim 16 wherein the category metrics are indicative 
of technical areas of the patent documents. 

18. (New) The method of claim 14 further comprising: 

retrieving text of claims from the database, wherein the text of claims are from 
the plurality of patent documents: 

analyzing the text of the claims in order to generate claim breadth metrics for the 
claims, wherein a claim breadth metric is indicative of claim breadth of a claim. 
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wherein the claim breadth metrics are used to analyze the claims. 



19. (New) The method of claim 14 wherein values of the category metrics are 
predetermined. 



20. (New) The method of claim 14 wherein values of the category metrics are 
dynamically determined. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 11-20 are now pending in the application. It is believed that the present 
application is in condition for allowance. Thus, prompt and favorable consideration of 
this amendment is respectfully requested. If the Examiner believes that personal 
communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 

GAS/vIm 



Respectfully submitted, 





Gregory Ar'Stobbs 
Reg. No. 28,764 
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